Political Party Simulation

In groups, you will be forming your own political party!
Day 1-2
1. Pick a name and symbol that are connected in some way to qualities you think the government should possess and that your party will represent. You will design a poster containing your party’s name, symbol, and primary plank which you will hang in the class. The poster should also contain a slogan that your party will use during the campaign period.
2. Think about the issues that bind your party members together. What are the best things about America? What are America’s biggest problems? Each group should create a party platform with 7 planks minimum. 
· Issues to address include but are not limited to: the national debt, gun control, gay marriage, legalization of marijuana, immigration reform, gun control, alternative energy sources, climate change, military spending, foreign military intervention, closing Guantanamo Bay prison, Universal healthcare, raising federal minimum wage, Flat tax
· You will put your party’s platform on the provided Google Sheet
· Create a likert scale that shows where your party fits on the political spectrum. Your explanation should be at least 150 words and must outline how your party’s ideas fit the characteristics of one of the placements (left winged, center, right winged) on the spectrum. Draw a political spectrum and show your party’s placement by labeling it on the spectrum.
· Each party needs to select someone who will take the place of the candidate if the need arises. 
Day 2-3
1. You must create one television commercial using at least two of the propaganda techniques we have discussed. Your commercial can be 30-2 minutes. You must have this completely finished before the day we have speeches. COMMERCIALS SHOULD BE UPLOADED TO YOUTUBE AND SET TO “PUBLIC”
2. Use the rest of the day to finish organizing and creating all your party’s campaign materials (poster, buttons, hand-outs, etc.) and to write your candidate’s speech.
3. Write questions to ask the other candidates at the debate. Use the Google Sheet as a guide.
Day 3-4
1. Turn in a typed copy of your commercial first thing. (Can do this electronically)
2. Commercials will be performed by each group. Commercials can be taped and shown in class. Technical difficulties are not an excuse for this assignment being late.
3. Your candidate must make a speech explaining why he/she is the right choice for president. Each speech must include the following:
1. A welcome and opening
2. Slogans
3. Each of your party’s planks, including what you will do once you are elected
4. Visions of the future
5. Encouragement of voters to vote for you
6. Closing statement
7. Must be 2-5 minutes in length
8. Use of at least 2 propaganda techniques
Day 4-5
All of the candidates will answer questions from their rival party members. This is meant to simulate a debate.
- At the end of the campaign season (class), the class will vote for the candidate they prefer in order to elect the next president.
Political Party Rubric
Party: _______________________________
Group Members: _______________________
Platform (20 pts)
____ Contains at least 7 planks- 5
____ Articulates the party’s stance on the issues- 10
____ Is free of grammatical and spelling errors- 5
Poster (20 pts)
____ Has name, mascot, slogan, and platform- 15
____ Attractiveness- 5
Debate Questions (10)
____ Appropriate for each candidate - 5
____ Is a good, relevant question
Speech (20 pts)
____ Welcome/Opening- 2
____ Slogan- 2
____ Party’s planks- 5
____ Vision of the future- 2
____ Encouragement of voters- 2
____ Closing- 2
____ 2-5 mins.- 5
Debate (10 pts)
____ fully prepared to answer questions
Commercial (20 pts)
____ Uses at least one propaganda technique-10
____ Is appropriate and effective- 10
Total
____________________________________
Work Log


Who did it?
Speech(writer)
_______________________________________________
Big Poster

_______________________________________________
Mini-Poster

_______________________________________________
Likert Scale 
_______________________________________________
Platform (writer)
_______________________________________________
Platform (ideas)
_______________________________________________
Debate Questions
_______________________________________________
Commercial(creator)______________________________________________
Commercial(actors)_______________________________________________
Researcher

_______________________________________________
Candidate

_______________________________________________

Alternate candidate _____________________________________________

Actions that will cause you to lose points:
1. Physically out of your party

2. Talking to another party when you are suppose to be working

3. Non-project related phone use

4. Mudslinging

5. Negative campaigning

6. Not doing your fair share of the work

Winning Party gets extra credit. I may award another party with extra credit if I feel they went above and beyond.
