Unit 1A Notes
European Colonization in North America: Spanish, French, Dutch, & British Colonies

I.  American Before the Europeans 

A.  Before Columbus’ discover of America in 1492, North America was dominated ____________________________
1.   The ______________ (in Central America) & ______________ (in South America) created large, powerful empires; These empires were ______________________ by the arrival of Spanish conquistadors

2.   The ______________________ Indians were hunters & gathers but became mobile hunters after the Spanish introduced the ________________ into North America

3.   The Eastern Woodlands Indians lived in small ____________________ communities & were the first contacts with British settlers in Virginia & Massachusetts

B.  The Columbian Exchange

1.   The arrival of Europeans led to the introduction of new products between Indians & Europeans called the Columbian Exchange:

2.   Indians introduced ___________, tobacco, potatoes, peanuts to whites; Europeans introduced horses, livestock, citrus, & ___________________
4.   An estimated _______% of Indians died due to European disease

II.  The Renaissance and Age of Exploration  

A.  During the Renaissance, a desire for new _______________________ to Asia led to an Age of Exploration:


1.  Led by Spain & Portugal, explorers found new trade routes, colonies, & people to _______________________

2.  Colonization in North America led to destruction of Indian culture, ___________________________________ for whites, & wealth for European nations

B.  Four Key Explorers


1.  Vasco ___________________ found India by sailing around Africa


2.  Christopher Columbus “discovered” America looking for a _____________________ route to India


3.  Ferdinand Magellan led the first expedition to ________________________________ the globe


4.  Samuel ______________________ founded Quebec after failing to find a NW passage to India

C.  Exploration led to permanent European colonies

III.  The European Colonies in America:  Spain, France, the Netherlands, & Britain 

A.  Spanish Colonies in North America

1. Motivations: 
a. After Columbus, Spain dominated Central & South America & the SE & SW sections of North America
b. Spanish ________________________________ explored in search of gold & silver
c. Missionaries converted Native Americans to _______________________________ 

2. Government: Royal control
a. Spanish colonies were funded & controlled by the ___________________________
b. _______________________ were sent to the colonies to serve as governors 
3. Economy: Desire for wealth 
a. Used Indian & African slave labor to mine ____________ & ____________
b. Built encomiendas (plantations) to farm _____________________________
4. Society: Strictly controlled
a. Viceroys were sent to rule
b. _________________ were white colonists living in Spanish colonies; had opportunities for land & wealth
c. The lack of women led to _______________________ with Indians & a mixed-race population (mestizos)
d. Indians & African ________________ made up the bottom of society 

B.  French Colonies in North America

1. Motivations: 
a. After Champlain’s attempt to find a NW passage through Canada, he founded Quebec 
b. The “__________________________________” included Canada, the Mississippi River, & New Orleans
c. _________________________ converted Native Americans to Catholicism 
2. Government: The French colonies were strictly controlled by _______________________________________
3. Economy: Desire for _____________________; Most French colonists profited from the fur trade, small-scale farming, or lumbering 
4. Society: Because the French needed furs, they were the most _____________ with the local Native Americans

C.  Dutch Colonies in North America

1. Motivations:  The Dutch established __________________________ as a trade center
2. Political, Economic, Social:
a. To attract settlers, the government allowed _________________ to immigrate
b. As a result, New Amsterdam was one of the most _______________ colonies in North America

D.  British Colonies in North America
1. Motivations: Many different reasons
a. Economic: Escape poverty or gain _______________ from cash crop farming
b. Religious: For religious _________________ & to escape religious persecution 
c. Political: Fear during the English Civil War & Glorious Revolution
d. As a result, the British colonies were very ____________ from each other & were never very __________
2. Government:
a. The colonies differed from French & Spanish because the British government had no desire to create a ______________________________ in America
b. Britain developed a policy called ______________________________ in which the colonists could create local laws & taxes in their colonial ________________________
c. Royal governors were sent by the king, but they had little ____________ 

3. Economy & Society:  The societies & economies of the British colonies were dependent upon the reasons people settled:
a. Southern colonies, like ___________________, had cash crop economies, large __________ between rich & poor farmers, & slave labor 

b. New England colonies, like _______________________, were closely connected by _________________ & families & were mostly subsistence farmers who had little desire to make money

c. Unlike the Spanish & French, the British colonists never made sweeping attempts to _________________, marry, or trade with local _____________________________, although conflicts over land were common
British Colonization in North America: Southern, New England, & Middle Colonies
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I.  Settling the British Colonies

A.  Unlike the Spanish & French, the British colonies were not funded or strictly __________________________ by the king:
1.  ______________________________________ companies were formed by investors who hoped to profit off new colonies 
2.  Once a __________________________ was gained from the king, the company could maintain a colony in America
II.  Virginia 

A.  In 1606, the _________________________ Company was formed by investors hoping to find ________________ in the New World
B.  In 1607, ____________________________ became the first permanent British colony in America

C.  The “Starving Time”—Jamestown struggled to survive

1.  The location on the Chesapeake was swampy & located in the heart of the _____________________________________ Indian lands
2.  Colonists expected immediate wealth from gold, failed to plant crops, & faced major ______________________________

3.  With the brief exception of __________________________, Jamestown lacked leadership to unify the colonists 
D.  Jamestown Survives
1.  The Jamestown colonists hoped to find wealth and they did.

2.  In 1612, John Rolfe experimented with a hybrid form of ________

3.  Tobacco forced colonists to expand to find new _______________ & some were able to build large __________________________ 
4.  Tobacco created a need for field laborers to plant & pick the crop
5.  Due to the success of tobacco, Jamestown grew into “Virginia” 
E.  To meet the demand for field workers, Virginians used

1.  _________________________________________________ from England; Typically poor men who agreed to work for a land owner for __________ yrs in exchange for travel to America. 
 In 1618, the __________________________ system was created; 50 acres were given to anyone who brought an indentured servant to America

2.  African _________________ 

F.  Virginia Society 

1.  Virginia had a rigid social hierarchy 

a.  Top:  The owners of tobacco plantations

b.  Middle:  ____________________________ were the largest class; Came as indentured servants; most were very poor
c.  Bottom:  Indentured servants were often mistreated
d.  Very bottom:  African slaves
2.  There were very few ________________ in Virginia, which made it difficult for colonists to marry or to have __________

G.  Virginia Government

1.  In 1619, Virginia colonists created a legislative assembly to create local ________________ & taxes

2.  The Virginia __________________________________________________ became the 1st legislative assembly in America 

H.  Bacon's Rebellion
1.  Former indentured servants in western VA _____________________ from poor tobacco prices & Indian ______________

2.  Poor farmers, led by Nathaniel Bacon, blamed Virginia’s ___________________________________ & started a rebellion
3.  Bacon’s Rebellion proved to rich Virginians that _______________________ were better than indentured servants because slaves would never ask for land

III.  The New England Colonies

A.  The Founding of New England
1.  Colonists who first settled in New England came for _______________________ reasons 
2.  Disagreements in the ___________________ Church over how to practice the faith led to divisions:
a.  _______________________ believed that the Anglican Church compromise too far by allowing some Catholic rituals; 
Puritans believed in the _________________ idea of predestination & tried to live strictly “Christian” lives without sin
b.  ________________________________ were radical Puritans who were unwilling to wait for church leaders to reform 
B.  The Pilgrims in Plymouth 
1.  The Separatists (known as ______________________________) formed a joint-stock company & received a royal charter to create the Plymouth Colony in America 
2.  The Pilgrims created the _____________________________________ agreeing to work together as a “civil body politick” (this agreement became the 1st example of ____________-government in America)
3.  Pilgrims founded Plymouth in 1620
a.  Faced disease & hunger; received help from __________________________ like Squanto & Massasoit
b.  In 1691, Plymouth was ______________________ into the larger, more successful Massachusetts Bay colony

C.  Puritans in Massachusetts Bay 
1.  Puritans tried to ______________ within the Church of England, but:
a.  In 1629, many Puritans felt King Charles I was _________________ England
b.  Puritans arrived in _________________ in 1630;  From 1630-1640, John ____________________ led 16,000 Puritans to the Massachusetts Bay colony as part of the Great __________________
2.  “A City on a Hill”
a.  Winthrop wanted to build Boston as a “city on a hill” to be a _____________ to other Christians
b.  The Massachusetts colony was very different from Virginia:
(1)  Settlers usually came as _______________________ 
(2)  New England was generally a __________________ place to live 
(3)  Settlers sacrificed for the common good, built _____________, focused on _______________________ farming

3.  Massachusetts Society

a.  Top:  Local “elite” were __________________________ leaders who ran town meetings
b.  Large population of ______________________________ farmers who were loyal to the local community
c.  Small population of landless laborers, servants, & poor
4.  Massachusetts Government
a.  Government in Massachusetts centered on the church through ______________________________:
b.  Each Massachusetts town was independently governed by local _______________________ members 
c.  All adult male church members were allowed to _____________ for local laws & taxes

D.  Limiting Dissent in New England

1.  Puritans did not support dissent: 

a.  Roger Williams was _____________________________ from Massachusetts when he demanded that Indians be paid for their land; He formed the _____________________________________ colony in 1636
b.  Anne ___________________________ was banished to Rhode Island for challenging Puritan leaders’ authority 

E.  Tensions in New England
1.  As the New England colonies expanded into new lands, _____________________ with Indians arose:
a.  Pequot War in 1637 led to the massacre of 600 Indians (the 1st major _________________________ attack on Indians)
b.  ________________________________ War in 1675 resulted when the Wampanoag raided towns, killing ________% of the colonial New England men 
2.  By the 1660s, many New England towns experienced a __________________ in church membership & responded with the ___________________ Covenant:  Granted church membership to people who had _________ had a “conversion experience.” This compromise revealed the declining importance of ___________________________ in New England

3.  In 1692, the ________________________________________ trials led to the death of 19 & imprisonment of 150 citizens. Caused by a variety of factors: Indians attacks, religious fanaticism, lack of available land, accusations by ____________

IV.  The Mid-Atlantic & Lower South Colonies

A.  The Middle Colonies
1.  New York—The 1st “middle” colony was ___________________________________ created by the Dutch West India Co

a.  To attract settlers, the Dutch recruited Swedes, Germans, Finns, & Africans (very ________________)
b.  Britain ___________________ the Dutch colony in 1664 & renamed it, New York 
2.  Pennsylvania was founded by a radical religious sect called __________________ 
a.  Quakers believed in the “Inner Light,” that all people are __________, & the ability to communicate directly with God
b.  In England, Quakers were persecuted for these beliefs; In 1681, _________________________ founded Pennsylvania 
d.  William Penn’s colony was to serve as a “holy ______________________” 
(1)  Promoted religious _________________________, bought land from the Indians, & did not tolerate slavery 
(2)  Allowed a _____________________ population to move there 
e.  Philadelphia had an excellent harbor, making it the most important ____________________ in the British colonies
B.  The Lower South
1.  Carolina & Georgia developed like Virginia with a ________________ economy, slavery, & gaps between the rich & poor
2.  Georgia was formed as a _______________ between Carolina & Spanish Florida, populated by British debtors & prisoners

British Colonization in North America: Political & Economic Characteristics 

I.  Government in the British Colonies

A.  The British colonies were governed with a policy called _________________________________________________
1.  British Parliament & the king controlled the colonies, but did not ______________________________ its policies as long as Britain __________________________ from the colonies

2.  This loose control allowed the colonists to create their own colonial ____________________________ in America

B.  Organization of Colonial Governments

1.  The British Crown

a.  Technically, the Parliament & king had _____________________ authority over all parts of the British empire

b.  In practice, the British government ___________________ exercised this control over the colonies

2.  Royal Governors 

a.  Almost all the British colonies had royal _________________________________ who were appointed by the king who oversaw trade, _____________________ laws, & appointed judges

b.  But, governors’ salaries were _____________ by colonial assemblies so governors rarely ________________ local laws or taxes

3.  Colonial Assemblies

a.  Colonial assemblies were made up of colonists who made their own laws & taxes   (__________-government)

b.  Colonists were _________________________ to the assembly by other colonists; Typically, the assemblies were ruled by the __________________
II.  Economic Characteristics of the British Colonies

A.  Trans-Atlantic Trade

1.  America became an important part of the _______________________________________ trade network

a.  The colonies produced profitable ______________________, such as tobacco, wheat, fish, indigo, & whale oil

b.  Britain sold ________________________ goods back to the colonists, such as clothing, tea, guns, & tableware

c.  African slaves were brought to America in the __________________________________
2.  Colonial raw materials helped drive British manufacturing & the colonies presented a new ___________________ for the British to sell their finished goods

3.  The increased demand for colonial raw materials, increased the demand for African ________________________
4.  This pattern of trade between Europe, the colonies, and Africa became known as the ________________________
5. When the British colonies were first founded, there were ______ restrictions on who the colonists could trade with

B.  Mercantilism 

1.  By the 1650s, the British gov’t began to embrace the economic policy of ________________________________:
a.  The colonies exist to generate wealth for the _________________________________________
b.  Promoted a ________________________________ of trade (more exports than imports)

c.  Meant that colonial trade must be _______________________________ & controlled

2.  The Navigation Acts

a.  Starting in 1660, the British gov’t imposed a series of _________________________________ Acts designed to ______________________ colonial trade & increase British _________________________ 

b.  Initially, the colonists ____________________ the loss of Dutch, French, & Spanish trade partners; However, colonists soon realized that these restrictions gave them a ___________________________ on British trade & led to steady profits  
British Colonization in North America: 
Regional Differences Between Southern & Northern Colonies 

I.  Regional Differences Among the British Colonies 

A.  The Economies of the Colonies

1.  The British colonies produced a variety of _______________________ materials & were populated by a variety of _________________________ peoples

2.  By the 1700s, the differences among the “Southern” & “Northern” colonies led to long-term differences among these societies

B.  Life in the “Southern” Colonies

1.  The Southern economies were dominated by _______________________________ agriculture
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a.  _________________________ in Virginia, Maryland, & North Carolina
b.  ______________ & ____________________ in South Carolina & Georgia 

2.  As a result, Southern society centered on:

a.  _____________________________________ rather than cities

b.  Gaps between the rich & poor

c.  _____________________________ labor (slaves & indentured servants)

3.  By the 1700s, the Southern colonies became more diverse:

a.  ____________________ colonists typically made up the plantation owners in the nutrient-rich lands in the east

b.  Former indentured servants, _________________, ___________________________ immigrants moved to the “_____________________________________” with poor soil, near Indians, & lived on the brink of poverty

4.  Women in Southern society found their lived ________________________________ by men:

a.  Women were not eligible to ______________, divorce, own or sell property

b.  “Common” women were responsible for assisting in the _______________ in addition to cleaning, cooking, & childrearing chores

c.  Upper-class women had slaves or servants, but had __________________________ 

5.  Slavery in the Southern colonies was far more ____________________________ than in the Northern colonies:

a.  Cash-crop agriculture, like tobacco & rice, required _________________________
b.  By 1660, fewer ______________________________________________ were coming to America

c.  80-90% of Southern slaves were _____________________________________________, most on plantations

d.  Slave culture in the South:

(1)  Slaves came from a variety of places in West Africa & had a variety of __________________ & cultures

(2)  _________________ & ________________ were used to maintain their African culture

(3)  ____________________________________ were common, but marriage was not recognized 

(4)  Slave religion often blended _______________________________________________ with Christianity 

e.  Slavery led to resistance: 

(1)  ______________________________________ slaves were common

(2)  Sabotaging of field tools & intentionally ____________________________________________ the work were common techniques of slave resistance

(3)  In 1739, in South Carolina 150 slaves led the ______________ Rebellion against white plantation owners

C.  Life in the “Northern” Colonies

1.  Northern economies were much more ___________________________ than in the South:

a.  Were restricted to much ________________________ farms that grew __________________________ crops

b.  Included wheat, corn, livestock, lumber, ______________________________, fishing, __________________
c.  Boston, _______________________, New York were important port cities that allowed for international trade 

2.   Like the Southern colonies, English, Germans, & Scots-Irish were the major ______________________________ groups & most moved to the backcountry as ____________________________ farmers

3.  Slaves worked on small-scale farms or as _______________________________ servants

4.  Northern women could not vote or ________________________________ & were to serve & obey their husbands

5.  Social Mobility—Northern colonies offered greater social mobility than the South:

a.  Social status was less dependent upon ownership of _______________________
b.  Numerous professional & trade professions in ____________________________ 

c.  ____________________________________________________ represented opportunities in colonial society; He used scientific innovation & political writing to gain __________________________________________
II.  The Great Awakening

A.  By the 1700s, American colonists saw a decline in _______________________________ devotion:  Church sermons were seen by many as “_______________” & impersonal 

B.  In the 1730s & 1740s, the Great Awakening was a series of _______________________________ in which of people experienced religious conversion in response to gifted ___________________________________
1.  Preachers like __________________________________ & George Whitefield were the most popular evangelists:

a.  Used “___________ & ______________” to encourage people to examine their eternal destiny (“New Light”)

b.  Preached sermons to 1,000s in large “___________________ revivals”

c.  Encouraged _______________________________ of established churches

2.  The Great Awakening impacted all the colonists & led to:

a.  New _______________________________ were formed to educate “New Light” preachers

b.  Contact among scattered colonists in different regions (the 1st “_______________________” American event)

c.  _____________________ in Puritan & Anglican faiths & rise of Methodists, Baptists, & other denominations
















